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detailed health information and 
genomic data volunteered by over 
600,000 veterans. 

But the VA simply doesn’t have the 
computing power or expertise to ana-
lyze all of this complex data. In order 
to learn from their data and provide 
better healthcare for veterans, the VA 
needs access to more advanced com-
puting capabilities, expertise, and in-
frastructure than is currently available 
at the agency. 

As a world leader in high-perform-
ance computing, the DOE is an ideal 
partner to help the VA meet this need. 
In its national laboratory system, DOE 
hosts 5 of the world’s top 10 fastest 
supercomputers, including the fastest 
supercomputer in the world, Summit, 
at Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 

The DOE also funds research and 
computational sciences and data ana-
lytics, which can be used to solve a 
range of complex big data challenges in 
the physical sciences. The interagency 
partnership between DOE and the VA 
authorized by my bill is necessary to 
analyze this data and ultimately pro-
vide better care for our Nation’s vet-
erans. 

DOE has the capability to securely 
store, using supercomputers at the na-
tional labs, and analyze the VA’s 
health data to look for patterns. 
Learning from these patterns can help 
us improve the medical treatments for 
heart disease, traumatic brain injury, 
and cancer. 

I think we can all agree that we 
should be taking any steps possible to 
improve the medical care of our men 
and women who have answered the call 
to serve. Not only does this bill take 
that step, but it has benefit in giving 
our scientists the ability to analyze 
complex data that will help America 
remain the world’s leader in advanced 
computing. 

The bill also requires the DOE to es-
tablish data storage facilities to se-
curely transmit and store data that the 
VA provides. This will make certain 
that privacy and security are main-
tained for veterans who volunteer for 
the programs. 

I am grateful that my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle have been able to 
come together and move this bill for-
ward. Providing better care for our vet-
erans is a place where we can find com-
mon ground, especially since America’s 
veterans fought to keep us all safe, re-
gardless of our political party. 

In closing, I would like to thank my 
fellow Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology members who cospon-
sored this legislation and the many 
veterans serving in the House who sup-
ported my bill. I also want to thank 
Secretary of Energy Rick Perry, who 
has been a strong advocate of this part-
nership. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ in favor of im-
proving healthcare for veterans. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Puerto Rico (Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN). 

Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 
Rico. Mr. Speaker, I thank Ranking 
Member LUCAS for yielding me the 
time. 

I rise in strong support of H.R. 617, 
the Department of Energy Veterans’ 
Health Initiative Act, introduced by 
my colleague, Congressman RALPH 
NORMAN from South Carolina. 

I think this bill is very simple, but 
very essential at the same time. It es-
sentially authorizes collaboration be-
tween the Department of Energy and 
the Department of Veterans Affairs to 
establish a program that facilitates 
computing capabilities to process data 
on health issues affecting all of our 
veterans. The bill will subsequently 
support the Veterans Administration 
with identifying potential health risks 
and challenges that our communities 
have. 

I think it is important because com-
bining those processing capabilities 
with health information compiled by 
the VA will help us to better under-
stand the healthcare issues related to 
our veterans and the general popu-
lation as well and ensures that both 
agencies will remain at the forefront of 
scientific and medical research. 

I am a proud cosponsor of this bill on 
behalf of our veterans. Actually, we 
have more than 90,000 veterans reg-
istered in Puerto Rico, and we are very 
grateful to Congressman RALPH NOR-
MAN for introducing this bill. 

I want to also thank Chairwoman 
JOHNSON and Ranking Member LUCAS 
for their great work together on behalf 
of the scientific community and our 
veterans. 

I urge all of my colleagues to vote in 
favor of this bill. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume to 
close, since I have no additional speak-
ers. 

Mr. Speaker, simply put, H.R. 617 
harnesses the power of DOE’s super-
computers to revolutionize the way we 
care for America’s veterans. 

I want to thank Representative NOR-
MAN for his leadership on this bill. 

I strongly encourage my colleagues 
to support this bipartisan legislation, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I would like to close by simply thank-
ing all of the members of the full com-
mittee, as well as the staff, and to urge 
passage of this legislation, H.R. 617. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
JOHNSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 617, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

b 1530 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, July 23, 2019. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
July 23, 2019, at 11:34 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 1199. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
CHERYL L. JOHNSON. 

f 

OPPOSING GLOBAL BOYCOTT, DI-
VESTMENT, AND SANCTIONS 
MOVEMENT TARGETING ISRAEL 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 246) opposing efforts to 
delegitimize the State of Israel and the 
Global Boycott, Divestment, and Sanc-
tions Movement targeting Israel, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 246 

Whereas the democratic, Jewish State of 
Israel is a key ally and strategic partner of 
the United States; 

Whereas since Israel’s founding in 1948, 
Congress has repeatedly expressed our Na-
tion’s unwavering commitment to the secu-
rity of Israel as a Jewish and democratic 
state; 

Whereas it is a hallmark of American de-
mocracy for citizens to petition the United 
States Government in favor of or against 
United States foreign policy; 

Whereas the United States Constitution 
protects the rights of United States citizens 
to articulate political views, including with 
respect to the policies of the United States 
or foreign governments; 

Whereas American policy has long sought 
to bring peace to the Middle East and recog-
nized that both the Israeli and Palestinian 
people should be able to live in safe and sov-
ereign states, free from fear and violence, 
with mutual recognition; 

Whereas support for peace between the 
Israelis and Palestinians has long-standing 
bipartisan support in Congress; 

Whereas it is the long-standing policy of 
the United States that a peaceful resolution 
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict should 
come through direct negotiations between 
the Government of Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority, with the support of countries in 
the region and around the world; 

Whereas cooperation between Israel and 
the United States is of great importance, es-
pecially in the context of rising anti-Semi-
tism, authoritarianism and security prob-
lems in Europe, the Middle East, and North 
Africa; 

Whereas the Global Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions Movement (BDS Movement) 
targeting Israel is a campaign that does not 
favor a two-state solution and that seeks to 
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